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PSALM XLV. lO, II. 

HEARKEN, O DAUGHTER, AND CONSIDER ; INCLINE 

THINE EAR: FORGET ALSO THINE OWN PEOPLE 

AND THY father's HOUSE. 
SO SHALL THE KING HAVE PLEASURE IN THY 

BEAUTY: FOR HE IS THY LORD GOD; AND 

WORSHIP THOU HIM. 
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A PLEA FOR MISSIONS. 




L 

!HAT Christ is here — in this 45th 
Psalm — Christ, and the Church — will 
be assumed and not argued. It is not 
that we would efface the human subject, any 
more than we deny the human authorship. 
" The sword of the Lord," in this part as 
in every part of the Bible, is first, and to 
human eyes, "the sword of Gideon/' Only 
we say this — that, whether in allegory, or 
in type, or in prophecy, or rather, and as( 
including all else, in that real, that living 
Presence, which is the true Inspiration and the 
true Sanctity of the Bible everywhere, Christ 
is here — in this 45th, this Christmas Day 
Psalm — far more certainly, far more intelli- 
gibly, far more visibly to tVve {^\>i&\\^ >2waxs. -ascj 
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Jehoram, or any Hezekiah, or even any Solo- 
mon, amongst whom an ingenious criticism, 
whether English or German, has hesitated 
and vacillated hopelessly. 

We claim, indeed, for a Messianic interpre- 
tatiott, for a Christ-Presence, rightly under- 
stood, throughout the Old Testament, not 
only (though it is decisive) the authority of 
Evangelists and Apostles and of Christ Him- 
self, but also the minor corroboration of pro- 
bability and of reason. If there was any voice 
of God at aU in the Law and the Prophets, 
it was to be expected that it should be on^ 
voice, however muffled or distant, with that 
which was to speak afterwards in the Gospel. 
It was to be expected that the writing, how- 
ever colourless or in,expressive on the original 
page, or to the eye of the first reader, would 
be found full of meaning, and full of doctrine, 
so soon as it could be brought to the light of 
Bethlehem, and read by the fire-glow of 
Calvary and of Pentecost. Then should it be 
seen how " the dispensation of the fulness of 
times ^' was but the maturity of earlier deal- 
ings ; completive only, never destructive, of 
utterances made " in sundry parts and divers 
manners to the fathers by the Prophets." 

The Psalm before us is an Epithalamium, a 
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marriage-song. Each constituent of the com- 
position has its antitype in the Gospel. St. 
John the Baptist struck the key-note of the 
glorious melody, when he said, in the ** con- 
stancy" of that '* truth-speaking" — "though 
it were to his own hindrance " — which is cele- 
brated, as characteristic of him, in the Collect 
for his Nativity, " He that hath the bride is 
the Bridegroom. . . » The friend of the Bride- 
groom standeth and heareth Him. . . . He 
must increase, but I must decrease.'* Our 
Lord Himself took up the parable, when He 
told of the Marriage-feast of the King's Sonj 
with its large unconditioned invitation, and its 
awful subsequent discrimination. The be- 
loved disciple, the Seer of all time, finally 
stamped this as the relationship, the very name 
and title, of the Church in her eventual glory, 
" I will show thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
.... And the Spirit and the bride say, Come." 

We cannot err, therefore, in understanding 
the Church to be addressed in the striking 
and spirit-stirring admonition of the text — 

" Hearken, O daughter, and consider; incline 
thine ear: forget also thine own people, and 
thy father's house. So shall the King have 
pleasure in thy teauty : for He is thy Lord 
God ; and worship thou Him/* 
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Self-forgetfulness,forgetfulness even of home 
and kindred, the condition of the Church's 
standing as the Bride of Christ, is thus the 
subject of our meditation. 

I am quite aware that there might be much 
plausibility and some justice in the criticism, 
The "people," the "father's house," which is to 
be forgotten, is the old home and nationality ; 
the Judaic kindred, the heathen dwelling-place, 
from which the Church has been gathered into 
a new sphere and scene, having new relation- 
ships which she is to cultivate and to adorn. 
And it might even be represented as a dan^ 
gerous distraction from the first and most 
elementary of each separate Church's duties, 
if we were to read the text as bidding the 
Church to forget, in this sense, her own 
people, and to reach forth to alien lands and 
3trange populations, as the condition of her 
acceptableness to the King her Lord. It will 
be my endeavour to show that, in the sense 
in which I use the words, self-forgetfulness 
is the Church's duty, and that in her self- 
forgetfulness, understood as I shall understand 
it, lies the secret of her self-recollection and 
of her home growth. 

It will scarcely be gainsaid, that there is a 
tendency to selfishness in the Bride of Christ; 
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not only — though this were true enough — m 
looking back, ever and anon, to unchristian 
and antichristian indulgences ; to a downright 
worldliness once absolutely renounced, and 
a semi-worldliness perpetually lowering and 
dragging down religion; but also in a form 
far more insidious, and urging many specious 
arguments, drawn even from the Gospel, in 
its own excuse — such as the duty of providing 
first for her own ; of attending to the interests, 
I mean now the spiritual interests, of her 
home-population, before she can afford to look, 
across Ocean and desert, to Macedonians or 
Africans, mutely, unconsciously, pleading their 
" Come over and help us." It is by no means 
unusual, even in a Church recognizing (as 
what Church can fail to recognize?) her as- 
cending Master's precept, " Go ye, and make 
all nations disciples " — with its attendant, its 
appended, its almost dependent promise, "And, 
lo, I am with you alway" — to interpret this 
precept, nevertheless, into a widely different 
saying — " When ye have done all things else ; 
when ye have enlightened every town, every 
street, every alley, at home ; when there is no 
longer one neglected spot, or one vicious life^ 
in your own country — whether that country 
be Palestine, or Italy, or England— ^then, if 
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there is time, if there is anything over, men, or 
money, or spirit, or hope — then look abroad ; 
then pick and choose among the millbns, 
and hundreds of millions, of Buddhists or 
Brahminibts or Mahometans, an island or a 
continent to which, out of your generosity, as 
a work of supererogation, you may languidly 
throw the crumbs of your already handled 
and trampled and fouled ^ provisions.'' And 
it is by no means rare to find, even in a 
Church or a Diocese respectably or admirably 
shepherded, nioe Parishes out of every ten, 
which never bear the mention of any duty 
beyond that of decent living, decorous ex- 
ample, or (at most) personal piety ; which are 
never reminded of the littleness, after all, of 
English Dioceses and British populations, nor 
importuned, for the love of Jesus, to think of 
His great Earth, ripening for the vintage of 
judgment, if sot for the harvest of grace and 
salvation ^. And it is by no means unpre^ 
cedented— judge ye. Fathers and Mothers, 
out of your own hearts and mouths— to find 
homes, not to be counted by the hundred, in 
which the call of patriotism, coming in the 
summons to join a ship or a regiment, or the 

^ Ezek. xxziv. 19, 30. ' Rev. ziv. I4^3a 
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call of interest, speaking in the invitation to 
a bank in Calcutta or a cofTee-pIantation in 
Ceylon, would be felt at once as a signal of 
duty, admitting no inattention though the 
heart break in obeying — yet in which the voice 
of the Lord, asking, "Whom shall I send? 
and who will go for us?" can depend on no 
instantly answering echo, " Here am I, send 
mel" in whidi, on the contrary, every argu- 
ment of love and filial obligation would be 
plied again and yet again as a decisive avoid- 
ance of the bidding, and there would be no 
sparing use even of a sister's tears and a 
parent's reproaches, if, in spite of all, the 
Divine mandate should be irresistible in 
the soul of the young Clergyman, and he 
should be firm to hearken and hear it^ all men 
forbidding him. 

Now, if any of these statements be true — 
how much more, if all of them — I must think 
that there is a true application here of the 
strong appeal of the text, " Foiget also," thou 
that wouldest be the Bride of Jesus, " thine 
own people, and thy father's house." We arc 
quite sure that that Church which has been 
truly described in any of the words which 
have been spoken, is doing despite to her high 
calling, if not— yes, this also— to the Spirit 
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which IS the very chrism of her consecration. 
We believe that she needs but to be pleaded 
with, in her Master's name, by His argu- 
ments — always reasonable arguments as well 
as spiritual — to rouse her to higher aims and 
grander enterprises. 

In these matters, as in all matters, the first 
want is knowledge. The Church at home 
does not know the Church abroad. The 
nursery and the school-room, the Public 
School and the University — even the platform 
and the Pulpit — need to be informed, to be 
instructed, to be interested, and so to be 
influenced towards the toilers of the sea and 
of the desert and of the teeming city out of 
sight. The Gospel is very human. Christ 
the Lord is very human. He -would evoke 
the mind and the imagination and the heart 
which He hath created, no less than the spirit 
which He hath made in His own image and 
quickened to great aspirations after His own 
presence. So then He would have the Church 
learn to forget herself by becoming naturally, 
humanly, interested in her workmen afar off,- 
who have literally given up all, counted all 
things loss, for Him. Parents, Pastors, of 
England I from you the Bride of Christ must 
learn her responsibility. See that you leave* 
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her not ignorant of the names and the his- 
tories of her saints, dead and living, in the 
mighty field of a far-off battle. Let it be 
more disgracefiil, hi your thoughts^ that your 
children should know nothing of the planters 
and of the waterers of Christ's vineyard in 
India, in Africa, in Australasia, than that 
they should be ignorant of the exploits by 
which Switzerland became free, or the battle- 
fields on which Germany was made one. 
Know, and you will feel. Know, and you 
will pray. Know, and you will help. You 
will be ashamed of the sluggishness, of the 
isolation, of the selfishness, which has made 
you think only of your own people and your 
father's house. The Church of Christ is the 
school of sympathy ; of large views and self- 
forgetting charities. We have made it the 
opposite of all these. We have dwelt here 
in nooks and corners, till we have lost the 
estimate of great and little, and can neither 
scale the height of enterprise nor fathom the 
Ocean of sacrifice. 

Self-forgetfulness on the Church's part is 
the secret of Missions. The Church at home 
must learn to give up without a murmur to 
foreign service, not her meanest, but her 
mightiest. She must never speak of any 
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man as too learned, or too eloquent, or too 
useful, or (in any sense) too good, to be sent 
abroad. On the contrary, she must impress 
early, upon the hearts of her children, of 
those who are to be hereafter her chiefest 
and her foremost ones, the dignity, the 
honour, the sanctity, of that most responsible 
trust, of that indeed highest "preferment." 
She must take pains to inculcate from the 
Professors' Chairs, and from the Preachers' 
Pulpits, of her Universities, the true idea, the 
just estimate, of her work among her own 
colonists, and of her work among the heathen 
populations around or beyond them. She 
must expand the very notion of the Church 
into a co-extensiveness with the earth. "The 
field," even of the Church of one country, 
"is the world." When once the mind is 
habituated to that conception ; so marvellous 
— ^we had almost said, so audacious — when it 
was first breathed in words by the Man Jesus 
speaking beside a small inland sea in despised 
Galilee, yet so splendidly realized, within a 
few years afterwards, in results prophetic 
at least of a final fulfilment; when once, I 
say, that thought is domesticated in the 
mind of the young Churchman, of the future 
Clergyman, as a truth, a fact, a reality — 
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" the field is the world " — then a mighty step 
is taken towards a grand independence, a 
noble indifference, as to the particular spot 
in that "world" which shall be the scene of 
his own labours. His ear will be open to 
God's call, in whichsoever direction it sum- 
mon him, because he will have got over and 
cast aside that>^miting, conditioning clause, 
** Anywhere — in England !'* It does not fol- 
low that the Voice will summon him to a 
Mission. He may not be strong enough, in 
body, mind, or soul; he may not be good 
enough, nor wise enough — not a sufficient 
linguist, nor a sufficient logician, nor a suffi- 
cient orator — to have such work, the highest 
and most difficult of all work, entrusted to 
him. But at least the Voice will no longer 
be inaudible for the opposite reason — because 
he counts himself too good, or too able, to 
carry Christ amongst peoples and languages 
ignorant of or refusing Him. 

Then, too, he whom the Church, in her 
self-forgetfulness, sends forth on her Mission, 
will ** move altogether." Let him weigh long 
and anxiously the reality of the call. Can 
it be, he may well ask himself a thousand 
times, that the Lord of the Church has chosen 
me.frQm among all Hi^ people to lift up thQ 
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ensign of His Cross to nations sitting in dark- 
ness? Who am I, and what is my father's 
house, that He should lay upon me this 
mighty burden, alike of responsibility and 
toil and honour ? But, if the Voice is audible 
and the Hand visible, then let him go forth 
on "the King's business," and take his life 
with him I Forget thine own people, save in 
thy prayers — forget thy father's house, save 
in its dear memories and its foretold, fore- 
seen re-union above — and look not back to 
it while the life of this poor short being is 
in thee ! 

Home-sickness is the cankerworm of Mis-» 
sions. It makes the heart faint and the hand 
feeble in the far-off ministry; soon it sug- 
gests excuses for desertion, and leaves behind 
a discouraged Diocese and a daunted Mission. 
Far, far better were it that there should be 
some old men, some sick and infirm men, 
among our Colonial or Missionary Bishops, 
if there might but be at last, in those distant 
worlds, a few Bishops' graves. There are 
things worse than a compulsory inaction. If 
inaction springs not from the will, it may 
even be rich in blessing. That idolatry of 
bustle, which constrains every Church-ruler 
to be in perpetual motion if he would not be 
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suspected of torpor, is a 19th-century adora- 
tion, against which some living protests might 
be salutary. Activity can soon, can readily, 
be replaced : but who can suddenly manu- 
facture, or what Church can safely dispense 
with, the experience, the wisdom, and the 
tenderness of age? Let there be, here and 
there, a Bishop to whom Presbyters go for 
counsel, when he can no longer come to them 
for command. Not for nothing was the old 
Apostle carried into his Congrega|:ions, were 
it but to say the unvaried word, " Children, 
love one another." No injury befell the un- 
visited Churches of Ephesus, of Philippi, of 
Colossae, while an imprisoned Apostle could 
still pray for them, still suffer, and still write. 
•* There are diversities of operations . • . but 
the same Spirit." The Missionary Bishops 
at all events, must foiget his own people; 
must make his home afar ; must plant there 
the stock of a new race, setting the example 
of a Christian household, of which the in- 
terests, as well as the employments, are there. 
At last he must lay his bones there — if it be 
but to solemnize the heart of his successor, 
and to admonish him, in his turn, that he too, 
like the Church, must hear the inspired say- 
ing, *' Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have 
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children, whom thou mayest make princes in 
all lands ^" 

We speak of the rule, not of exceptions. 
It is pleasant, it is not profitless, for the 
Church at home, to receive back, in their 
age or their infirmity, men who can tell, with 
the living voice, how the Gospel fares in othet 
worlds, and counsel her, out of a living ex-» 
perience, as to the wants and the openings, as 
to the encouragements and the impediments, 
which characterize, in this quarter and that, 
the Evangelical work abroad. '' To his own 
Master" each one^ in this matter, as in all 
matters, ''standcth or falleth." But the 
principle, of an absolutely life-long devotion 
to a Mission once undertaken, is, we think, 
incontrovertible. And the fact, that a reproach 
is cast upon Episcopacy and upon Missions, 
by perpetual withdrawals of the hand from 
the plough — that an actual weakness has 

* Nothing can be further from the design of the writer, 
than to be supposed to utter one word of reflection upon any 
of those excellent and exemplary men who have returned 
from the charge of Colonial Dioceses to the service, whether 
in prominent or humble positions, of the Church in England. 
The debt which the Universal Church owes to some of these 
is incapable of being either paid or cancelled. Yet it is felt 
that tht princi/f/e is rightly stated above, and that a departure 
from it should be not the rule but the exception. 
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fallen upon the Church in the Colonies and- 
among the heathen from this visible vacilla- 
tion — this, too, is indisputable. The precept, 
'* Forget thine own people," has itself been 
forgotten — the " father's house " once forsaken 
has been attractive enough to beckon back 
from the far land — and the Nemesis has been 
speedy. 

From one great Metropolitan See there are 
as yet "no footsteps backward." This, not 
least, has made the Bishopric of Calcutta so 
venerable, so illustrious, at home. The lives 
which it has swallowed up in too quick suc- 
cession, by climate, by anxiety, by excessive 
toil, by startling accident, have been given 
twice, not once, to the Church — first in the 
energy of their labour, and then in the sanctity 
of their resting. Judge ye, men and brethren, 
what would be the loss to the Cathedrals and 
Churches of our own England, if they were 
despoiled of those solemn tombs, in the aisles 
and cloisters of the one, in the peaceful and 
holy graveyards of the other — if they had 
only the temporary service of a changing 
Ministry, and not the perpetual possession of 
those precious, those monitory sepulchres ! 
. That self-forgetfulness which the Psalm 
counsels i3 at the same time, it was 5aid, the 

C 
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truest self-recollection. It is thus that God 
ever rewards the graces which He inspires. 
Scatter liberally the seed of His giving, and 
He will " multiply your seed sown." It is so 
in the great matter which is in our hearts to- 
day. The re-action of the Church's Missions 
upon the Church at home is a subject full of 
instruction. " Forget thine own people," and 
God will remember them. " Forget thy father's 
house," in the largeness, the munificence, of 
thy service abroad — and God will so bless thy 
faith and obedience, that thou shalt see Jeru- 
salem in prosperity, and peace upon Israel. 

But all this must wait for another occa- 
sion. Enough, I think, has been su^ested 
to justify an earnest entreaty for special in- 
tercession with God in behalf of Christian 
Missions ; let me rather say, in behalf of that 
one, vast, all-embracing Mission which Christ 
announced before He ascended, and which 
Christ founded, ten days afterwards, when 
He administered to His disciples, as repre- 
sentatives of the Church of all time, the 
Baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire. 
Prayer must of necessity be the very life and 
soul of this Mission. It is not a work of skill, 
or diplomacy, or organization, or machinery. It 
is from first to last the work of God upon souls. 
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Who shall give efficacy to one mimstry? 
Who shall make man's voice, or man's toil, or 
man's example, influential, powerful, for the 
thing aimed at ? How much there is against 
it — what a combination of hostile forces, within 
and without — we know at home — we know by 
ourselves. How much more in lands and in 
hearts " where Satan's seat is ^"- — where, with- 
out lock or chain, the devil stalks abroad, 
slaying and devouring^. Who but God Him- 
self can counterwork this practised, this tri- 
umphant agency of evil ? 

Yet even before this — as the condition of 
this — there is another soul to be quickened, 
to be made willing, to be disciplined, for the 
work. Who but God can carry the thought 
home, which is to kindle, to educate, to com- 
mission the Missionary ? Who but God can 
find out, in his Home, in his School, in his 
College, in his Parsonage, the man who is to 
be the Messenger? It is not easy to do other 
things. Not easy to provide the cost. Not 
easy to find entrance into the city or country 
which is to be the new scene of Gospel enter- 
prise. But all these difficulties are as nothing 
in comparison with finding the man that shall 
go. Those who know anything of Mission 

* Rev. iL 13. ' I Pet v. 8. Rev. xx. «, 3. 
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history know that this is indeed, almost 
visibly, a thing which God has kept in His 
own hand — this answering of the question, 
" Whom shall we send ?" 

Therefore, when our Lord spoke on earth 
of Mission labour. He said but one thing of 
it. He gave but one rule for securing and 
multiplying it. He said nothing of money, 
nothing of persuasion, nothing of Ecclesi- 
astical influence. Academical institutions, or 
diplomatic art. He said only this — "The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers 
are few : pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that He will send forth labourers into 
His harvest." 

Intercession — intercession with the Invisible 
God, who has all hearts in His hands, and 
turneth them whithersoever He will — this is 
Christ's one direction for the discharge of the 
Church's duty, and for the replenishment of 
the Church's Missions. Let us ask His special 
blessing upon a work which is all His — that 
He may "send forth His light and His truth," 
first into the souls of them that shall go, and 
then into the souls to which they go — that 
first those, then these, may (as it is written) 
be made " willing in the day of His power." 




II. 



HE "Daughter" here addressed is the 
Church, the Bride of Christ. The " peo- 
ple" which she is to forget, her "father's 
house," is, primarily, the world ; the world, 
Jewish or heathen, out of which, of free grace, 
she has been called, she has been gathered, 
member by member, into a new home, having 
new relationships. The condition of her bridal 
dignity is the forgetfulness of the natural. Not 
by nature, but by grace, she is that she is. The 
backward look, the retrograde step, towards 
the Home of the Fall, towards the City of 
Sin and Destruction, is the peril, the tempta- 
tion, against which she must be on her guard. 
The King, her Lord God, is the one only 
lawful Object of her heart and of her devo- 
tion : if she would divide that with another, 
she is a rebel, she is a traitor, at once. 

But the charge, to " forget her own people," 
has an applicatioa beyond this. The Church 
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of one land or one race may be too much 
occupied with herself. She may fail to rise 
to her high standing, as one integral part of 
the Church Universal. She may limit her 
work to the Education, to the Pastorship, to 
the Priesthood, of her own nation and language. 
She may even think that she has no right to 
look beyond these, until these are thoroughly, 
not nominally, evangelized. At all events, 
she may regard all beyond her own natural 
boundary as the petitioners, not of right but 
of mere charity, for such help and such min- 
istry as she may be able to spare from her 
own. In short, there is a selfishness, arising 
from narrowness and contraction of vision, 
in things spiritual, and in the relations of 
Churches. The true feeling is, that the 
Church, all the world over, is one ; that there 
is but one Church, which is the Bride of 
Jesus Christ ; and that no one portion or 
section of it, whether local or national, ought 
to think of itself as marked off by any line 
or fence, whether of language or government 
or race, from any other. Every such demar- 
cation is either an ignorance, or a schism : in 
any case, an injury, not more to the excluded 
than to the excluder. The Church at home, 
whatever the home be-r-England, or Europe, 
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or America — is the poorer, the weaker, the 
colder, the more barren, for that isolation — in 
other words, for that selfishness — which seems 
to concentrate upon herself all her gifts and 
all her graces. •'He that watereth shall be 
watered also himself," is God's principle; 
and "Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters," is God's benediction. 

We are to ask now in what particular ways 
this re-action of unselfishness — this blessing 
upon the Home Church by reason of her 
energy abroad-^may be expected to manifest 
itself. I have thought of several ways ; and 
perhaps, if another opportunity is given, I 
may think of more. 

1. First, then, I would mention the evidence 
which the Mission-field bears to the perpetual, 
the everlasting vitality of Christ's Gospel. 

I know indeed that it is the fashion of the 
age to disparage the results of modern Evan- 
gelization. We have all heard the cry — it 
has been uttered even in the Assembly of our 
Nobles — " Missionary effort is a failure. Its 
workmen are either fanatics or impostors. 
Nothing comes of it, but money wasted on 
machinery, and delusion practised upon the 
credulous. More than eighteen centuries are 
gone since the Crucifixion, and scarce one^ 
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third of the human race is Christian so much 
as in name. The Gospel, which is weak at 
home, powerless to cope with the vice and 
the misery and the ignorance of England, is 
contemptible, absurd, ridiculous, in the face 
of at least three ancient and gigantid systems 
of Religion abroad." We could multiply such 
taunts, any of us, a hundredfold, from our ex- 
perience of the world's talk and the world's 
writing. And we have all felt, very seriously, 
very anxiously, the facts of which these state- 
ments are distortions. The mystery of " times 
of Ignorance which God once winked at," but 
which still last on when He has " commanded 
all men everywhere to repent \" is one of the 
burdens which lie heavily upon Christian 
hearts, in proportion as they are Christian; 
and we do best, it may be, when we most 
humbly, most sorrowfully, confess that " such 
knowledge," the justification of but one of the 
ways of God to men, " is too wonderful and 
excellent for us — we cannot attain to it." 

But this we are bound to do, in fidelity to 
our Lord and to his Gospel ; namely, to study 
earnestly those realities of fact and sign by 
which even now He leaves not Himself with- 
out witness. 

* Acts xvii. 30. 
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Gne of the calmest and shrewdest of ob- 
servers — the least predisposed, by character 
and education, to an enthusiastic view of 
Missions — the late beloved and lamented 
Bishop Cotton of Calcutta, wrote these memo- 
rable words, nine years ago, to his successor 
at Marlborough, after a personal visitation of 
the Church Missions of Tinnevelly. '* I have 
been deeply impressed with the reality and 
thorough-going character of the whole busi- 
ness ; and I entreat you never to believe any 
insinuations against missionary work in India, 
or to scruple to plead, or allow to be pleaded* 
in your Chapel, the cause of either the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, or the 
Church Missionary Society. . . • I do not 
think that any one can go through the Tinne- 
velly Missions without being the better for it ; 
and I feel that my own faith in the Gospel 
has been strengthened by the journey, and by 
the actual sight of what Christians can do. 
' I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the 
ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee \^ " 

Gladly would I enlarge and multiply this 
testimony, if time permitted. Let me add a 
single witness from among the living. One 
of the most eminent of our theologians, a man 

1 Memoir of Bishop Cotton, pages 367-369. 
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of great learning and singular candour, spoke 
thus, more than ten years ago, in London. 
*' Though the progress has not been so rapid 
as our zeal or our impatience would demand, 
it has been distinct, and it has been steady. 
The decennial returns of Indian Missions for 
the years 1851, 1861, and 1871 have been 
placed in my hands. I find that the rate of 
increase is, roughly speaking, 50 per cent, in 
each decennium. The numbers of native 
Christians, catechumens, and learners, at these 
three dates are, over 91,000, 138,000, and 
224,000 respectively. Thus the numbers have 
considerably more than doubled in twenty 
years. This return does not include the inde- 
pendent States : neither does it include Bur- 
mah, in which latter territory alone the 
numbers of native Christians at the end of 
the year 1S61 amounted to nearly 60,000, the 
progress of the Burmese Missions having been 
remarkably rapid. Moreover, these calcula- 
tions do not comprise the Roman Catholic 
Missions, of which I have no returns, and 
which doubtless would very largely swell the 
numbers. The totals in themselves, I venture 
to think, do not at all justify the disparaging 
language which we frequently hear : but the 
point on which I would especially lay stress 
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is the steadiness of the increase. . • . The 
Missions of the 19th century are in no sense 
a failure. But I seem to see the advent of a 
more glorious future, if we will only nerve 
ourselves to renewed efforts ^." 

We find not, indeed, in the history of 
Missions, any exception to that which is the 
experience of every Parish and every Home 
in England — an experience of results propor- 
tioned to efforts ; an experience of strife and 
conflict between good and evil, of no violence 
done to the moral freedom, of no will over- 
mastered by the Almightiness of grace. Such 
operations would divorce the work abroad 
from the work at home, and break the very 
unity of God's dealing, who '*hath made of 
one blood," in things rational and in things 
spiritual, all nations and races of men that 
dwell on His earth. But we do find that 
there is life still in the Word of life ; that it 
still meets man's want, and stirs man's con- 
science, and changes man's way, and comforts 
man's death ; that it still shows Christ the 
Desire of Nations, wherever He is spoken of 

^ Bishop Ligbtfoot (then Canon of St. Paul's) on the Com- 
parative Progress of Ancient and Modem Missions ; a Paper 
read at the Annual Meeting of the Society for the Propaga- 
tion of the Gospel, on the 29th of April, 1873. (Macmillan 
and Co.) 
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heart to heart, and in a tongue, both literally 
and morally, " understanded of the people." 

So then there comes back to us, in all the 
tumult and hurry and unrest of this strange 
anxious being, an echo, across seas and wastes, 
of the sound which we have heard, all the 
time, here, and so often heard idly and doubt- 
ingly. There is a confirmation, from the 
Church abroad, of the flagging and waning 
faith of the Church at home. We have felt 
so often that we would give worlds for a 
proof, a new proof, a signal and final proof, 
that Christ is God, and that God is for us, 
and that we need not faint nor fear for our 
faith, though it be indeed, in these times, 
tried to the uttermost— and lo, the proof is 
here, tangible and comforting. Just in pro- 
portion as the Church obeys the precept, to 
"forget her own people," she is doing better 
for them, better far, than if she thought of 
them only— she is casting their bread upon 
the waters, only to find it after many days, 
in new evidences and new convictions, which 
shall enrich and fertilize her own possession 
in the very act of lavishing it upon those 
whom the world calls aliens. And thus, when 
the voice of doubt and misgiving sounds in 
some cloudy and dark day from some im« 
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prisoned soul's Machaerus, "Art Thou He 
that should come, or must we look onward, 
onward, onward still, for Another, mightier 
in His doings and more authoritative in His 
evidences?^' there shall come back to us 
from Madras and Burmah, from China and 
Melanesia, the report of signs wrought by 
Christ in the sight and hearing of our mes- 
sengers — the blind see, and the deaf hear, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the lame walk — to 
the poor the Gospel is preached, and blessed 
is he whosoever shall not be offended in 
Him. 

2. Another message there is to us from 
our far-off Missions — a message, in the first 
instance, of reproof, but, like all God's re- 
proofs, eventually of consolation. 

(i) We mourn over our discord and our 
disunion at home ; observe, perhaps exagge- 
rate, differences ; confuse the two most diverse 
ideas. Uniformity and Unity, and bewail as 
so many breaches of the Gospel peace all 
varieties of form, whether in government or 
ritual. And it is natural to us to desire that, 
even in externals, even in non-essentials, all 
Christians should " speak the same thing," 
and "be perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and in the same judgment." What- 
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soever departs from this identity may be said 
(in some sense) to "come of evil" — evil in 
departing, or evil in causing departure, or evil, 
it may well be, in both. Yet the Lord of the 
Church has not therefore forsaken her. Rather 
is He watching over these varieties themselves 
— overruling them for the higher good of all, 
or else (is it latitudinarian to hope it ?) " hear- 
ing from His holy Heaven " but one heart's 
language in the many tongues and many 
sounds of our confused and inarticulate speech 
concerning things too high for us and too 
deep. 

Meanwhile we are taught by our this day's 
subject to turn our attention from varieties of 
order and expression among Christian people, 
to the real, the terrible battle evermore raging 
in heathen countries between Christ and Mo- 
loch, between Christ and Belial. Who that 
has lived where men worship idols can have 
any sight left for quarrels at home of posture 
and vestment — I had almost said, of Liturgy 
or Church government? "Sirs, ye are bre- 
thren," bursts from the astonished lips of the 
visitant from heathendom — ye worship one 
God, believe in one Saviour, invoke one 
Blessed and Eternal Spirit — "how can ye 
strive one with another ? " Have ye no sense 
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of marvellous privileges, no discrimination of 
things that differ, no power to distinguish be- 
tween the gnat and the camel, no gratitude 
for a Christendom, no value for a Bible? 
Learn how in foreign lands sects and forms 
have almost merged their differences ^ See 
the Baptists of Serampore dwelling side by 
side, in peace and love, with Anglican Bishops 
and High-Church Professors. See Bishop 
Gray of Capetown, in his Apostolical jour- 
neyings, the welcome honoured guest in Mora- 
vian, Presbyterian, Wesleyan, and Independent 
houses. See him followed to his grave by a 
concourse of all Christian people — sect with- 
out and party within the Episcopal Commu- 
nion of South Africa disregarded and forgotten 
in the one higher unity of a common Christ- 
ianity. See one Bishop of Calcutta travelling 
hundreds of miles to rejoice over the work of 
God in the Lutheran conversions of Nagpore^ 
and his successor hastening thither, at the call 
of the foreign Pastors themselves, to receive 
those ten thousand converts into the Commu- 
nion of his own Church of England. Mark 

* For the following allusions, see Under His Banner: 
Papers on the Missionary Work of Modem Times : by the 
Rev. H. W. Tucker, M.A. 

> Memoir of Bishop Cotton, page 396. 
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how, all over India, one Communion has 
planted, and another watered — one has sown, 
and another reaped. Men at home may 
parade these differences, and make merry with 
the motley garb in which Christianity dresses 
itself before heathenism : in the lands them- 
selves these differences are no discords — the 
end is one, and the faith is one, for all that. 
The ancient Religions of the East have their 
sects and their divisions: the marvel with 
Orientals is not that all the religious speak not 
the same thing, but that any nation professing 
intelligence should be without a religion. 

Thus the lesson which begins in reproof 
ends in consolation. It rebukes us indeed 
for our quarrels about trifles ; but it also bids 
us see in all Christian opinion a unity deeper 
than the diversity; explains therefore to us 
how the Faith of Jesus may become the Faith 
of a World, because it has in it something 
deeper and truer than any its most ortho- 
dox utterance — something of which its great 
Apostle spake when he said, " Now we see 
through a glass darkly, but then face to face : 
now I know in part, but then shall I know 
even as also I am known. And now abideth 
Faith, Hope, Charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is Charity." 
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(2) Nor is it only in reference to the multi- 
tude of Christian Denominations that this 
lesson from the ends of the earth remon- 
strates with us at home. There are differences 
within as weU as without the pale of the 
Anglican Communion. There are moments 
of distress and disquietude by reason of some 
Romanizing or some Rationalizing voice 
speaking from within the body of a Reformed 
Protestant Church. And there is a tendency, 
at such moments, to exaggerate the signifi- 
cance of the thing thus spoken. We could 
refer to instances, within the last twenty and 
the last ten years, of published books — Ser- 
mons, Speeches, Lectures, Judgments, Essays, 
Commentaries — regarded by contemporary 
critics, both lay and clerical, as absolutely 
subversive of the first principles of "the 
Faith once for all delivered." Years pass, 
and the Faith is still standing. We tak-e 
down from our bookshelves the pestilential 
volume, and marvel at the vehemence which 
denounced its publication* 

The Church abroad, speaking by her 
Bishops, had taken meanwhile a larger view 
and formed a more dispassionate estimate. 
It is as though distance, whether of space or 
time, were essential to the exercise of a visie 
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judgment, at least upon the comparative 
dimensions and real proportions of error. 
That calmness which lapse of years shall 
give to a remote generation, in reviewing the 
facts and the thoughts of "this present,'* is 
granted already, by the mere removal to 
another quarter of the globe, to the Church's 
wiser and nobler spirits. We find in the 
recorded utterances (sometimes, alas! the 
posthumous utterances) of our chief Pastors 
abroad, in dealing with controversies which 
England regarded as matters of life and death 
to her Church if not to her Gospel, cautions 
against precipitancy, corrections of misrepre- 
sentation, and even prognostications of even- 
tual blessing, for which we vainly sought 
sometimes in the highest places at home, and 
for lack of which the whole spirit of the 
domestic Communion was cruelly embittered 
and exasperated. " The movement," writes a 
Martyr Bishop — a true Anglican Churchman, 
if ever man was so, — ^with reference to the 
agitations of ten years ago concerning the 
Bible itself, " is not one which ought to be, if 
it could be, suppressed. There is an element 
of good in it ; and on this the true Church- 
man ought to fasten, thankfully recognizing 
and welcoming it, and drawing the true in- 
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ference. We cannot suppose that men in the 
19th century will view the questions as they 
did in the i6th or 17th. No one century 
exactly resembles another. We must not 
seek simply to reproduce what to any of us 
may appear to be a golden age of theological 
literature and thought. Men must be dealt 
with as they are. The great historical facts, 
the great leading principles, are always the 
same. It is in the application of them to 
man's really present existing wants that the 
whole difficulty consists." " The present state 
of things is better than indifference; and 
when people's minds are actively employed 
upon religious matters, there must be some 
extravagances and errors, and then such 
books as this^ have their office and work to 
do. There is much that is very noble in the 
book ; much to distress one too." Much good 
may result from this spirit of enquiry. It 
is recklessly and irreverently conducted by 
many. But no one can deny that great mis- 
conceptions prevail as to the Bible — the ob- 
ject, I mean, with which it was given, the 
true use of much of it, the necessity of con- 
sidering the circumstances of the people to 
whom at different periods of their national 

* Ecce Homo. . . 

Da 
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life portions of it were given. The proportion 
and analogy of the Divine Revelation are 
often oveiiooked. • , . It requires constant 
prayer and guidance from above to bring 
out of one's treasure things new and old ^." 
O for that voice, so melodious in its "peace 
and truth," to sound once again from the 
grave amidst the new discords of the days 
that are now! 

3. Once more, there is a word of encourage- 
ment from the Missions as to the infinite uses 
and capabilities of all manner of gifts. 

We are apt to make sharp and rough lines 
between the secular and the spiritual; to 
count all studies worldly which are not liter- 
ally given to the Bible: to imagine a wide 
gulf between Civilization, with all her count- 
less industries and accomplishments, and 
Evangelization, with its one theme, oae offer, 
one argument, and one endeavour. But 
nothing is more striking, to the student of 
Missions, than the largeness of Christ's de- 
mand as addressed to those who would go 
for Him. It seems as though He were open- 
ing to us of this age ten thousand new call- 
ings, all equally sacred if brought to Him for 
His blessings 

•' Life of Bishop Patteson, vol. ii, pages 147. 148, 23a. 
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I read, in these Mission records, of one, 
whose vehicle for Christ's Gospel was the art 
of Medicine. Of another, who foimd his way 
into heathen hearts by Mathematical lore. 
Of another, who niade Metaphysics his van- 
tage-ground. Of another, who found in Music 
a charm winning even idolaters to his wor- 
ship. Of another, who carried across to the 
far cities and palaces of Burmah an expe- 
rience which he had acquired in Tuition, 
supplemented by voluntary toil in the Ragged 
Schools of London^. There is nothing too 
high or too humble to be turned to account 
in the Church's foreign service. 

What dignity does this thought lend, what 
a stimulus should it supply, to every educa- 
tional discipline in our Schools and Univer- 
sities in England ! If the heart be but touched 
afterwards with the love of Christ, here is the 
mind equipped already for some department 
or other of His most interesting, most effec- 
tive service. " Covet earnestly the best gifts." 
Civilization shall half supply the place of 
Miracle, in equipping the modern Missionary 
of the Apostolical School I " What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common " — what 

^ See Under His Banner, as abave. 
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Christ hath hallowed, that call not thou 
secular ! 

4. Finally, and in briefest summary, I 
would speak of that re-action of the foreign 
upon the home Christianity, which is the 
natural effect of witnessing a power and a 
beauty of Divine grace, such as is the con- 
sequence there of receiving and professing the 
Gospel. 

Very striking, they say, to a Christian eye, 
is the spectacle, in India, of a native Con- 
gregation in worship \ That deep devout-^ 
ness — that earnest interest in the thing done 
and spoken — that evident reality, the dew (as 
it were) of the early morning, dispersed too 
often and dried up under the heat and glare 
of a traditional profession— has impressed, has 
awed, the soul of the European, and made 
him feel "what manner of persons we should 
be" who have had the possession, from our 
youth up, of this knowledge, and of these 
ordinances of grace. 

And how shall we speak of the influence 
upon the heart of Christian England, not 
of the foreign Congregation alone, but of the 
brother Englishman who has left home and 
kindred and civilization behind him that he 
' See Memoir of Bishop Cotton, pages 356, 375. 
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may carry that Gospel which is thus mighty 
in operation? Oh I believe me, those lives 
are not lost to England 1 They are vital, 
they are vivid, they are inspiring in their 
influence. One quickens another, as the long 
proce^ion of ages passes by. The biography 
of x>ne is the summons of another. Carey 
Jieard of in Simeons rooms at Cambridge 
stirs in Martyh the zeal to go and do like- 
wise. Martyn himself — it is the fashion to 
call his missionary life a failure — ^it ended, I 
know, if that is failure, at the age of one and 
thirty — but I also know it to have been 
powerful at home, most of all in his own 
Cambridge, years and tens of years after he 
was laid on sleep, in the mystery of silence 
and solitude, no friend knowing of his sepul- 
chre, in the city-wilderness of Tocat. No, it 
was no failure. It did the work of a hundred 
quiet Parsonage lives (and let no man despise 
them— they too have their blessing) in the 
comfort and tranquillity of England. Nothing, 
in God*s world of spirit certainly, is wasted 
or squandered : all bears fruit — "some thirty, 
and some sixty, and some an hundred." So 
has it been with all those great names which 
are the heirlooms of Christendom — Schwarz, 
and Marshman, and Reginald Heber, and 
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Daniel Wilson, and George Cotton, and Cole- 
ridge Patteson, and Armstrong, and Macken- 
zie, and the martyr Missionaries and Bishops 
of Sierra Leone^being dead, they yet speak : 
and the Church, which nobly ** forgot her 
own people/' in giving them, one by one, to 
God and Christ in far-off lands, has been 
remembered of Him in- her turn, in the fruits 
of their holy lives and of their inspiring 
memories* 

Thoughts still throng and press upon me ; 
but I must pause for this time. 

In the presence of such contemplations — 
visions of hope and glory^ they should be to 
us — even the solicitation of alms seems poor 
and be^arly, needful as they are, honourable 
as they are, wonderful (I had almost said) in 
their permission as offerings for spiritual work, 
for a Divine Master's service. Lose no oppor- 
tunity of giving, as God shall enable you. 
Enroll yourselves, each one, as members of 
some great Society (I scarce care which) for 
Christian Missions — in aid, that is, of that 
blessed enterprise, which is carried on by 
devout men, in all parts of God's earth, 
looking for the great hope, for " the glorious 
appearing.^' 
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We do not suppose that this old out-worn 
earth will be, in its present state and circum- 
stances, the scene of that absolute trans- 
figuration which is involved in the effectual 
Evangelization of all its kingdoms and of all 
its families. 

Christ said, " This Gospel of the kingdom 
shall first be preached in all the world for 
a witness unto all nations ; and then shall the 
end come V " For a witness " — not, neces- 
sarily, for a universal power, for a world-wide 
transformation, in the present. St. Paul said, 
even in his early day, that the Gospel was 
come already into all the earth ; that it was 
preached already in all the creation^ ; that its 
sound was gone into all lands, and its words 
to the ends of the world \ Yet probably in 
his lifetime not one in fifty or a hundred thou- 
sand of earth's inhabitants was a Christian so 
much as in name. Such expressions should 
prepare us for a speedier end of the Dispensa- 
tion than a survey of the Missionary Map, or 
an investigation of the Missionary success, 
might have suggested. Already the " witness '* 
has been borne, sufficiently for Prophetic truth 
at any rate, in three out of five of earth's chief 
divisions. 

* Matt. xxiv. 14. ■ Col. i. 6, 33. • Rom. x.i8. 



42 FORGET THINE OWN PEOPLE: 

Changes of all kinds are rapid, Revolutions 
come by surprise, in these latter days of 
swift communication and gigantic combination. 
There is a shaking of the old Religions — 
there is a working under-ground of Christian 
influences — there is a mighty network of 
Educational agencies — there is a marvellous 
dissemination, in hundreds of languages, of 
the Holy Bible — men are looking this way 
and that way for some new thing, some rest 
for the soul, some Messiah of light and hope 
— "To the Unknown God" altars smoke every- 
wl te te —^ needs but the Evangelist to take 
his stand in the wide ecumenical thoroughfare, 
and cry, "Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 
ship. Him declare I unto you." 

See, then, that ye be ready, every one, for 
the day, and for the King, that cometh^ 
Not by angry controversy, not by vehement 
denunciation, not by cold orthodoxy — "by 
pureness, by knowledge, by the Holy Ghost, 
by love unfeigned" — by rejoicing ever with 
the Truth % and feeling the Gospel cause ours 
— thus let us approve ourselves. So, when 
the golden gates roll back at last for the 
triumph of the great King, we, who liave 
known Him now by faith, shall have the 

-* Msd, iv. I, Luke xix. 38. • 1 Coi. «ii. 6, 
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fruition for ever of His glorious Godhead — 
when " at evening time it shall be light," be- 
cause there shall at last be " One Lord, and 
His Name One ^" 

* Zech. xiv. 7, 9. 
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ELF-FORGETFULNESS the 
Church's duty, and self-forgetfulness 
the Church's interest, are the two 
principles on which we have grounded our 
plea for the Church's Missions. Some special 
ways have been pointed out, in which Mis- 
sionary experiences should re-act beneficially 
upon the Church at home, ^(i) They furnish 
a new evidence. (2) They show the littleness 
of our home differences^ (3) They illustrate 
the value of all manner of gifts. (4) They 
stimulate self-devotion by illustrious examples. 
These four points have been touched upon. 
There remain a multitude of others, upon 
three or four of which we would say a few 
words in bringing our great subject to a dose. 

5. And here we will place in chief promi- 
nence the testimony of Missions to the incom- 
parable importance of conduct and character 
in enforcing and recommending the Gospel. 

{"ij It is quoted as a maxim of a saintly 
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Romanist Missionary \ that the living exhibi- 
tion of Christian character is the first great 
instrument, as the inculcation of Christian 
truth is the second, in all Christian victories 
over idolatry. Far above preaching, far above 
instruction, whether in schools or streets or 
houses, stands the proclamation of a power 
and of a life in the silent holiness of a Mis- 
sionary home. This is that one phenomenon 
which heathenism cannot account for. It is 
not an abstinence, it is not an asceticism, it is 
not an apathy. Other religions have enough 
and to spare of these. What the Christian 
-Clergyman, in his remote Station, far away 
from restraints of custom or example or ex- 
pectation, presents to the observation of sur- 
rounding idolaters, is no negative thing. It is 
an energy, it is a devotion, it is a perpetual 
self-conquest, it is the sacrifice of a life to a 
cause, and that cause one which offers to 
him no visible reward and no intelligible com- 
pensation. Like St. Paul, though for a different 
reason, he " needs not to speak anything ^ " — 
"they themselves,'^ his heathen neighbours, 
" declare of him what manner of entering in 
he has had to them " — " how holily and justly 
and unblameably he has behaved himself/' 

» Xavier. ? i Thess. i. 8, 9. 
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seeking, in everything, not theirs, but them. 
There is thus an influence silently acting, in 
the very heart of heathendom, wherever there 
is a Christian Missionary, of whatever denomi- 
nation, dwelling and working, going in and 
out, before the eyes of a native population. 
The Christian Family is even more influential 
than the Christian Congregation. "Even with- 
out the word/' as St Peter writes, men " are 
won by the conversation," the conduct, "of the 
wives ^" Those who know and have seen for 
themselves the work of Christ in the East 
speak of this as one of the tokens of an even- 
tual, however tardy, Evangelization. This 
domestication of the Faith, as a local and 
resident reality, is like the kindling of a multi- 
tude of hearths, too wide apart, we know, to 
illuminate, all at once, a whole country or 
province, yet needing only a multiplication, 
which may be any day, which must be some 
day, to kindle all India, or all Australasia, into 
the full glow of Christianity and the Gospel. 

(a) There is the grievous and terrible con- 
verse of this — equally certain, and equally 
monitory. It is no secret, it is no suspicion, 
it is as universally confessed as it was ante- 
cedently probable, that the greatest of all 

* 1 Pet. iii. I. 
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hindrances to the Gospel is found in the evil 
lives of men calling themselves Christians. We 
know how it has been in the case of Islands 
of the Pacific, where the wickedness of the 
Christian slave-dealer has absolutely counter- 
worked the gentle influence, and at last drunk 
the precious life's blood, of the noble-hearted, 
the self-sacrificing, the martyr Bishop. Even 
where these particular results were impossible, 
the real impediment has been the same. The 
godless lives of the Christians have been the 
standing arguments against their Master. Was 
it worth while, men might well ask themselves, 
to go over, from religions comparatively pure, 
comparatively moral, to one which, with what- 
ever professions, was thus scandalous in its 
practice? Who can much blame the conclu- 
sion, if he cannot dispute the premise ? We 
may detect the fallacy; we may draw distinc- 
tions between actual and necessary connec- 
tions, between lives contradicting and lives 
exhibiting the faith professed : but the idolater 
cannot be expected to enter into these subtle- 
ties; and, such as are the Christians with 
whom he finds himself in contact, such, for 
him, will be the Christianity which they either 
illustrate or disgrace. 

So, then, both ways, the Home Church is 
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taught by her Missions to echo her Master's 
expostulation, " Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which I say ? " She is 
made to feel, as ^he scarcely would feel in the 
home-country — where long use has blunted 
the edge of conscience, and where the evi- 
dential value of holiness may possibly be less 
appreciable — that, indeed and in truth, doc- 
trine is nothing without obedience ; that " the 
servant who knew his Lord's wUl, and pre- 
pared not himself nor did according to it,'* 
must look for a widely different judgment 
from him who knew not ; and that the posses- 
sion of a Revelation unrealized and disobeyed 
is not more condemnatory to its professor 
than it is confessedly ruinous to its acceptance 
with mankind. 

6. But while the Church abroad is thus 
strong in her enforcement of consistency of 
life with doctrine, she no less strongly enforces 
upon the Church at home another duty, which 
may be briefly described as a tenacity of 
Revelation. 

It is the fashion of these times to obliterate 
landmarks. " Christianity is one of the six or 
eight Religions; the best of them — ^but all 
have something good, and no one has every- 
thing." Thus the work of Missions is made 
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to consist, in large part, of the recognition of 
existing Faiths ; their recognition as religions, 
out of which the Evangelist is to assist his 
hearers in reconstructing a more perfect. 

We would speak respectfully of this view, 
partly because it bids us to be candid and 
tolerant, which is always well; and partly 
because it professes to quote St. Paul in its 
own behalf, who did not rudely assail the 
Religions of Lystra or of Athens, but sought 
in each a fragment of truth, on which he 
would engraft the Gospel. We would have 
the modern Missionary well read in the sacred 
books of heathenism, and respectful in his 
dealing both with tenets and persons. We 
count it no disparagement, but rather a tri- 
bute, to Christianity, to see it satisfying all 
those instincts and yearnings of humanity, to 
which other Faiths have ignorantly and harm- 
fully ministered. To draw men gently and 
persuasively forward, by the help of stepping- 
stones and bridges already constructed even 
in their Mythologies, towards a light and to- 
wards a rest which otherwise they must have 
missed, and for lack of which their hearts were 
hopelessly storm-tossed and sin-bound — this is 
the very office of the Evangelist, and Christ 
has consecrated him to it. 

E 
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But all this is perfectly compatible with 
the principle now to be insisted on. It is 
mere compromise, it is false compliment, to 
say that Judaism and Christianity are two 
out of six great Religions, without adding 
that they differ in one essential point from all 
the rest, and without adding also that they 
themselves are essentially not two, but one. 
Modern Judaism may be one of the six Faiths 
of the world ; but it is because it has repu- 
diated its proper development into a Gospel 
which Abraham himself saw in the far future, 
and was glad\ Judaism, as it was while it 
was God's Dispensation, had Christianity in 
it^. When it refused that legitimate "fulfil- 
ment" of its Law and its Prophets', then 
it became, like other world's Religions, a 
compound of truth and falsehood, of good 
and evil, and lost that glory, which hence- 
forth belongs only to Christianity, of being, 
not man's discovery nor man's aspiration, 
but, in the true and distinctive sense, a 
Revelation of God. "After that, in the 
wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God, by the foolishness of 
the Proclamation, to save them that believe*." 

^ John viii. $6, ' John ▼. 46. Acts xxvi. 22, 25. 

' Matt. V. 17. ^1 Cot.i. a\» 
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It is no part, indeed, of the Evangelist's 
commission to declare what God's judgment 
may be upon men or nations unilluminated 
by the Gospel. It adds nothing to the weight 
and force of Christianity, to compel it to do 
what men feel to be a violence to the justice 
and the consistency of God's dealing. The 
ground of the Evangelist is large enough and 
firm enough without this. The very fact that 
God has revealed a thing is reason enough 
for disseminating it. If this be true — that 
God loved the world, and because He loved 
sent His own Son to save it by His death 
and by His life — we scarcely want the ex- 
press commission, " Go ye into all the world, 
and preach this Gospel throughout the crea- 
tion." If the Gospel be true, its truth is its 
mandate of propagation. That it is true, not 
in a degree but in a kind common to it with 
none other, is the reason why we evangelize. 
If it were not a Revelation, an unveiling of 
secrets, deeply concerning God's relation to 
man and man's to God^ it might be a matter 
of kindness, a luxury of philanthropy, or a 
commerce of charity, to show people a better 
form of worship, or a purer code of morals, or 
a nobler idea of Deity; but the motive of 
motives would be taken out o^ tJckfc ^»1^\^\ns.^^ 
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and, which is the special point before us, the 
whole sparkle of the light, and the whole 
savour of the salt, is gone. 

The Mission Church bids the Church at 
home to be tenacious of a Revelation. Not 
to allow herself to part with the peculiarity of 
the Gospel — that it is God's Word as nothing 
else is ; that it has an Inspiration from Him 
which makes it His own voice to His own ear 
— to that inward ear of His, inside the man, 
which we call Conscience. 

Therefore, when men say to us, " It is the 
morality of the Gospel which distinguishes it 
from all other Religions," we answer. Yes, but 
there is a distinction deeper than this, ex- 
planatory of this ; namely, that, whereas in 
other Religions man "feels after GodV' ^^ 
this Faith alone God draws nigh to man ; to 
mankind — ^to the being whom He made in 
His image, and who needs to be re-made 
after His likeness. 

7. Another special testimony of the Mission 
Church is to our " need of patience." 

Men judge, and judge hastily, in the things 
of God. They look once, and once again, 
and say, "There is nothing." They never 
wait for the mystic "seven times." They 

^ Acts xm. 27. 
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miss therefore, of necessity, the "little cloud 
arising out of the sea, like a man's hand," 
which is God's sign^. So is it in these 
things of God, which are His dealings with 
the heathen. 

(i) The experience of Missions teaches us 
to appreciate difficulties. 

Have you ever taken into account what 
this work is — the gaining a lodgment for the 
spiritual Gospel in these minds and hearts 
and souls ? What are we, we ourselves, that 
we should -expect swift, sudden, startling re- 
sults in this field? Look at home. Look 
within. Is the work of grace rapid there ? 

It is a great matter that the Church at 
home should, ever so roughly, appreciate the 
difficulties of Evangelization. 

Look at those enormous multitudes. We 
cannot realize — we scarcely believe in them. 
Three and four hundred millions, in India and 
China — the numbers simply daunt us — we do 
not believe in hundreds of millions ! 

But look a little more closely. Take India 
as your example. Nothing comes so near to 
Englishmen, in this field of Missions, as India. 
God has charged us with India. We cannot 
evade. her. Yet see how that very charging 

^ I Kings xviii. 43, 44. 
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of England with India has created diffi- 
culties. 

No one can doubt that a vague idea of 
justice has fettered, has crippled, Missions 
in India. Toleration, a great but negative 
virtue, has been made the whole of duty. 
Nor would we complain if toleration really 
meant equality — a fair field, and no favour. 
But, unhappily, Christianity in India has had 
the suspicion, without the sympathy, of power. 
English ascendancy has prejudiced Christ- 
ianity with the subject, and not given her the 
countenance of the ruler. She has had a 
double foe ; the Hindoo or the Mahometan 
in front — the sovereignty of England in am- 
bush or behind. We blame no one. This 
position was the result of circumstance. **The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal." We 
only beg you to appreciate the difficulty. We 
have before us the prejudice against England, 
and we have behind us the prejudice of Eng- 
land. Where Christians rule, Christianity is 
at a double disadvantage. 

Have you taken into account the mechanical 

difficulty? Listen to that Babel of tongues. 

In the Diocese of Calcutta, they say, there 

are fourteen languages spoken. In the Diocese 

of Melanesia, who shall say Vvow many? 
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Qiiot insula^ tot lingua. We must appre- 
ciate difficulties. 

But what shall we say when we throw in 
such an ingredient as the giant force of Caste? 
when we remember that there is but one 
portion of an Indian population, and that 
the lowest and most degraded^ which does 
not forfeit home, kindred, society itself, by 
becoming Christian? Which of us, here in 
England, is indeed ready, in the might of 
personal conviction, literally to count all 
things loss for Christ? 

The Foreign Church teaches the Home 
Church patience. 

(2) But not only by enumerating her diffi- 
culties. She is prepared for delays by 
History. 

She remembers the primitive Gospel. She 
goes back to the Apostles. When Paul 
preached, did idolatry abolish itself? When 
Paul preached, did Paganism, did Caesar- 
worship, did the horrors of the Amphitheatre, 
instantly cease and determine ? Suppose that 
statistical tables, such as this century delights 
in, had recorded the results in numbers, as 
St. Paul passed from Troas to Philippi, or 
from Athens to Corinth, or from Ephesus to 
Jerusalem — what could have been reported? 
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What abolitions, what reforms, what icono- 
clasms, what programmes of Services, what 
sum total of Communicants ? Look on three 
centuries beyond him, and is the balance then 
in favour of Christianity ? One in a hundred 
and fifty of earth's then inhabitants — one in 
a hundred and fifty, at the highest computa- 
tion ^ — no one nation yet Christian as such — 
no confederation of Churches yet spanning 
the world 1 

But the appeal to History ends not with 
slow progress. If all always were progress, 
the facts would be less stubborn. We find 
pauses also — pauses, and retrogressions. Pre- 
diction itself, inspired Prophecy, dealt with 
unchurchings and judicial darkenings. To the 
Church of Ephesus itself— once so brilliant, 
so exceptionally privileged — were the words 
written and fulfilled also, ** I will remove thy 
candlestick out of its place.'* 

And what if the cavil be heard, and cannot 
be contradicted, ** The successes, such as they 
are^ of modern Evangelization, are all among 
the lower races — none of the higher civiliza- 
tions so much as listen to its evidences?" 
We are not ** careful to answer" in this 

^ See Bishop Lightfoot on the Progress of Missions (as 
Blwve), page ig. 
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matter. It was so in the first days of the 
Gospel. It was the "common people" who 
heard Christ Himself gladly. When God 
speaks, God the universal Creator, He speaks 
— we glory in it — to the universal, and there- 
fore to the average, to the merely human, 
man. God's voice — if it be God's, if there 
is not to be an argument against its Divinity 
— must address, not the artificial, the culti- 
vated, the dressed-up man, but that part of 
man which is most in need — most degraded, 
most outcast, in man's sense. From that 
lowest level the Gospel shall spread upward ^ 
— but not because of cultivation, rather in 
spite of it. 

(3) The Mission Church, prepared for de- 
lays, also watches patiently for openings. 

She does not refuse an opening, because it 
is partial. She does not say, ** This agency 
is secular. I do not see its spiritual, its 
Evangelical, future." She despises not " the 
day of small things." She " counts nothing 
human alien." If it be but Education — the 
Education of a few children ; if it be but 

^ See Memoir of Bishop Cotton, page 369. "Bnt the 
leaven is spreading npwards ; and I myself had a conversa- 
tion with two inquirers of the caste next to the Brahmans, 
who seemed to me at once intelligent, humbly and earnest 
in their Christian aspirations.*' 
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secular Education — the teaching of a few 
boys or girls a taste for Milton or Shake- 
speare ; she will stoop to that. She has 
found by experience that, where Civilization 
is, Evangelization is near. She counts it a 
great tribute to her Gospel, that Rajahs and 
Kings, who are scarcely ripe for her chief 
gift, will come and bid for her lesser ^. 

But she has had encouragements to more 
direct patience. She remembers how, in Nag- 
pore, for five years there were no converts — 
and then, in seventeen years, there were -ten 
thousand. Sfee remembtrs how, in Foo- 
Chow, one Missionary toiled for long years 
without one visible token ; received his notice 
from home to give up the Mission ; asked 
for one year's trial ; died in the midst of it ; 
died without one convert : instantly afterwards 
converts sprang up by hundreds ^. 

She bethinks herself also of the paucity, 
after all, of her workmen. Not one Mis- 
sionary, they say — taking in all denomina- 
tions — for every two hundred thousand of 
the people, in India itself^. 

^ See Letter from the Rev. J. E. Marks, Missionary in Bur- 
mah, to Charles Raikes, Esq., page 7. 

■ Recollections of a Sermon by the Rev. J. R. Wolfe, 
Missionary in China. 
* Cinder ITis Banner, page 15. 
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(4) The Mission Church despairs not, even 
in the face of very real dangers. 

All admit that many ancient Religions of 
the East are shaken till their fall. "Bel 
boweth down, Nebo stoopeth^." Idolatry is 
doomed. The images are ** for the moles and 
for the bats 2." But there is a third thing 
between Idolatry and Christianity. There 
is a philosophical Unitarianism — a specious 
system of combined Monotheism, morality, 
and philanthropy — which bids fair to replace 
the tottering superstitions, and which may 
seem to many the natural successor of the 
one — to some, the sufficient substitute for 
either. A perilous moment I This cannot 
satisfy the heart which has so much as tasted 
of the real Revelation. This may but put 
a man further off than ever from the God 
whom his soul thirsts for. Yet even here the 
history of the Church counsels patience, and 
the heart of the Church shall cherish it. There 
must be such intervals and interludes between 
the old and the new. Faith in the dumb 
wood, in the deaf stone, must first pass away, 
and the faith in the living God is not yet. 
Patience, courage, O Church of God ! Thou 
hast seen these things before — and shalt see I 

^ Isaiah xlvi. i. * Isaiah ii. ao. 



6o FORGET THINE OWN PEOPLE: 

8. Finally, the Mission Church shall pro- 
voke the Home Church to zeal. 

"Is it so — that there is not one wise man 
among you?" not one that shall spring for- 
ward to be "baptized for the dead?" not 
one that shall be brave to take up the martyr's 
shield, and to carry it, under Christ's banner 
into the hottest fire of gathered nations ? 

Where is he who possesses, in its modern 
exemplification, that gift of tongues which 
once was miraculous? There are such men 
— no age is without them — certainly not this 
age : men who acquire a language as by intui- 
tion, and can communicate, by word or sign, 
with islanders on whose coasts they are but 
visitors of yesterday ? 

Where is he who possesses God's gift of 
strength — of a vigour indifferent to climate, 
and a frame capable of toil ? 

Where is he, not least, who possesses God's 
gift of "understanding" — ^not in its vulgar use, 
as an instrument of acquisition or a weapon 
of controversy, but in its deeper, more beauti- 
ful meaning, as that byivhich we enter into 
another's thought, trace him graciously through 
misconception and error, and rejoice to find 
him not wrong but right ? 
And where is he, last of all, vilvo possesses 



A PLEA FOR MISSIONS. 6 1 

God's highest gift of a genuine humility — ^who 
will go amongst the races of an inferior civili- 
zation, " not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister*' — not as making a sacrifice, but as 
counting it an honour — not as being the 
natural ** lord,'' in virtue of his English blood 
and nurture, of God s heathen "heritage," but 
as willing to "spend and be spent'' to the 
uttermost in the effort to influence and to 
elevate^? 

Ask these questions in our Schools and in 
our Universities. Represent to the young 
man, rejoicing in strength mental and bodily, 
the unity of the whole Church, and the neces- 
sities of the foreign. Bid him count it indif- 
ferent whether he follow his Master through 
the lanes and yards of an English Parish, or 
across the seas and deserts of a land in which 
he is a stranger. Do not all journeyings end, 
for the Christian, in one heaven? Is not that 
our country, our rest, our home ? "I heard 
the voice of the Lord say. Whom shall I send ? 
and who will go for us ? Then I said. Here 
am I : send me." 

It is strange — yet not strange — that the 
voice of voices, from the Church afar off, in 
its influence, in its persuasion, in its attrac- 

^ Life of Bishop Fatteson, vol. ii, pages 29, 412. 
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tion, for the highest and noblest spirits at 
home, is evermore the voice, not of joy, but 
of sorrow — the news of a death, the tidings of 
a martyrdom. To fill those gaps — to emulate 
those self-sacrifices — this, this is the ambition 
which the Holy Ghost kindles. Two such 
voices shall end these meditations on that 
self-forgetfulness, which is the self-recollec- 
tion, of the Bride of Christ. Both are 
voices from the dead: both are deaths — I 
will dare to say, both are martyrdoms — of 
English Bishops. 

— " But between himself and all to which 
he was looking forward as perhaps still to be 
permitted to him in this world — unfinished 
work and fresh-formed plans — active labour 
yet for a space in India — dawning hopes of 
England and English friends — between him- 
self and all except the Master he had striven 
faithfully to serve, there lay many yards of 
the rapid rolling river. Somewhere, on the 
perilous causeway of planks bridging the 
waters, his foot slipped — he fell, and was 
never more seen. The increasing darkness, 
an unsteady platform, his near sight, the 
weariness of a frame enfeebled for the time 
by fever, had all doubtless a sVvate^ humanly 
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Speaking, in the great calamity foreknown in 
the counsels of Him who * moves in a my- 
sterious way.' Every effort was made to | 
rescue, to recover him : all who are ac- 
quainted with the current of an Indian river 
will know how infinitely slight would be the 
chance of success in the one endeavour or the 
other. There were those to whose lips, on 
hearing the mournful tidings, the simple 
Bible words arose — And Enoch walked with 
God; and he was not^for God took him^P 

**They could see the Bishop land on the 
beach, and there lost sight of him. . . . They 
had long to wait, till the tide was high enough 
to carry them across the reef; and they could 
see people on shore, at whom they gazed 
anxiously with a glass. . . . Then two canoes * 
rowed towards them — one cast off the other, 
and went back ; the other, with a heap in the 
middle, drifted towards them, and they rowed 
towards it. . . . The boat came alongside, and 
two words passed, *The body!' It was lifted 
up, and laid across the sky-light, rolled in the 
native mat, which was secured at the head 
and feet. The placid smile was still on the 
face ; there was a palm leaf fastened over the 

^ Memoir of Bishop Cotton, page 55 a. 
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breast, and when the mat was opened there 

were five wounds — no more. . . . The sweet, 

4 calm smile preached peace to the mourners 

who had lost his guiding spirit ; but they 

f could not look on it long. The next morn- 

I ing, St. Matthew's Day, the body of John 

* Coleridge Patteson was committed to the 

I waters of the Pacific, his *son after the faith' 

' reading the Burial Service. 

" He did not despise any one, wrote one of 
his island scholars, nor reject any one with 
scorn: whether it were a white or a black 
person^ he thought them all as one^ and he 
loved them all alike, 

^^ He loved them all alike. That was the 
secret of his history and of his labours. 

** Surely the simple islander's summary of 
his character is the honour he would prefer^." 

* Life of Bishop Patteson, vol. ii, pages 567-579. 
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